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The nominations, considered and 

confirmed en bloc, are as follows: 
THE JUDICIARY 

Michael B. Thornton, of Virginia, to be a 
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a 
term of fifteen years after he takes office. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 

Donald C. Lubick, of Maryland, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury. 

THE JUDICIARY 

L. Paige Marvel, of Maryland, to be a 
Judge of the United States Tax Court for a 
term of fifteen years after she takes office. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Richard W. Fisher, of Texas, to be Deputy 
United States Trade Representative, with 
the rank of Ambassador, vice Charlene 
Barshefsky, to which position he was ap-
pointed during the last recess of the Senate. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion. 

f 

NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE 
PROGRAM REAUTHORIZATION 
ACT OF 1998 

Mr. COVERDELL. Mr. President, I 
ask the Chair lay before the Senate a 
message from the House of Representa-
tives on the bill (S. 927) to reauthorize 
the Sea Grant Program. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message 
from the House of Representatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
927) entitled ‘‘An Act to reauthorize the Sea 
Grant Program’’, do pass with the following 
amendment: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Sea 
Grant College Program Reauthorization Act of 
1998’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENT OF NATIONAL SEA GRANT 

COLLEGE PROGRAM ACT. 
Except as otherwise expressly provided, when-

ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment or repeal to, 
or repeal of, a section or other provision, the 
reference shall be considered to be made to a 
section or other provision of the National Sea 
Grant College Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1121 et 
seq.). 
SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

(a) Section 202(a)(1) (33 U.S.C. 1121(a)(1)) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (D) and 
(E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respectively; 
and 

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (C) the 
following: 

‘‘(D) encourage the development of forecast 
and analysis systems for coastal hazards;’’. 

(b) Section 202(a)(6) (33 U.S.C. 1121(a)(6)) is 
amended by striking the second sentence and in-
serting the following: ‘‘The most cost-effective 
way to promote such activities is through con-
tinued and increased Federal support of the es-
tablishment, development, and operation of pro-
grams and projects by sea grant colleges, sea 
grant institutes, and other institutions.’’. 
SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

(a) Section 203 (33 U.S.C. 1122) is amended— 
(1) in paragraph (3)— 
(A) by striking ‘‘their university or’’ and in-

serting ‘‘his or her’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘college, programs, or regional 
consortium’’ and inserting ‘‘college or sea grant 
institute’’; 

(2) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(4) The term ‘field related to ocean, coastal, 
and Great Lakes resources’ means any discipline 
or field, including marine affairs, resource man-
agement, technology, education, or science, 
which is concerned with or likely to improve the 
understanding, assessment, development, utili-
zation, or conservation of ocean, coastal, or 
Great Lakes resources.’’; 

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (5) through 
(15) as paragraphs (7) through (17), respectively, 
and inserting after paragraph (4) the following: 

‘‘(5) The term ‘Great Lakes’ includes Lake 
Champlain. 

‘‘(6) The term ‘institution’ means any public 
or private institution of higher education, insti-
tute, laboratory, or State or local agency.’’; 

(4) by striking ‘‘regional consortium, institu-
tion of higher education, institute, or labora-
tory’’ in paragraph (11) (as redesignated) and 
inserting ‘‘institute or other institution’’; and 

(5) by striking paragraphs (12) through (17) 
(as redesignated) and inserting after paragraph 
(11) the following: 

‘‘(12) The term ‘project’ means any individ-
ually described activity in a field related to 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources in-
volving research, education, training, or advi-
sory services administered by a person with ex-
pertise in such a field. 

‘‘(13) The term ‘sea grant college’ means any 
institution, or any association or alliance of two 
or more such institutions, designated as such by 
the Secretary under section 207 (33 U.S.C. 1126) 
of this Act. 

‘‘(14) The term ‘sea grant institute’ means any 
institution, or any association or alliance of two 
or more such institutions, designated as such by 
the Secretary under section 207 (33 U.S.C. 1126) 
of this Act. 

‘‘(15) The term ‘sea grant program’ means a 
program of research and outreach which is ad-
ministered by one or more sea grant colleges or 
sea grant institutes. 

‘‘(16) The term ‘Secretary’ means the Sec-
retary of Commerce, acting through the Under 
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmos-
phere. 

‘‘(17) The term ‘State’ means any State of the 
United States, the District of Columbia, the 
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the Virgin Is-
lands, Guam, American Samoa, the Common-
wealth of the Mariana Islands, or any other ter-
ritory or possession of the United States.’’. 

(b) The Act is amended— 
(1) in section 209(b) (33 U.S.C. 1128(b)), as 

amended by this Act, by striking ‘‘, the Under 
Secretary,’’; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘Under Secretary’’ every other 
place it appears and inserting ‘‘Secretary’’. 
SEC. 5. NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE PRO-

GRAM. 
Section 204 (33 U.S.C. 1123) is amended to read 

as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 204. NATIONAL SEA GRANT COLLEGE PRO-

GRAM. 
‘‘(a) PROGRAM MAINTENANCE.—The Secretary 

shall maintain within the Administration a pro-
gram to be known as the national sea grant col-
lege program. The national sea grant college 
program shall be administered by a national sea 
grant office within the Administration. 

‘‘(b) PROGRAM ELEMENTS.—The national sea 
grant college program shall consist of the finan-
cial assistance and other activities authorized in 
this title, and shall provide support for the fol-
lowing elements— 

‘‘(1) sea grant programs which comprise a na-
tional sea grant college program network, in-
cluding international projects conducted within 
such programs; 

‘‘(2) administration of the national sea grant 
college program and this title by the national 

sea grant office, the Administration, and the 
panel; 

‘‘(3) the fellowship program under section 208; 
and 

‘‘(4) any national strategic investments in 
fields relating to ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources developed with the approval of 
the panel, the sea grant colleges, and the sea 
grant institutes. 

‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE SECRETARY.— 
‘‘(1) The Secretary, in consultation with the 

panel, sea grant colleges, and sea grant insti-
tutes, shall develop a long-range strategic plan 
which establishes priorities for the national sea 
grant college program and which provides an 
appropriately balanced response to local, re-
gional, and national needs. 

‘‘(2) Within 6 months of the date of enactment 
of the National Sea Grant College Program Re-
authorization Act of 1998, the Secretary, in con-
sultation with the panel, sea grant colleges, and 
sea grant institutes, shall establish guidelines 
related to the activities and responsibilities of 
sea grant colleges and sea grant institutes. Such 
guidelines shall include requirements for the 
conduct of merit review by the sea grant colleges 
and sea grant institutes of proposals for grants 
and contracts to be awarded under section 205, 
providing, at a minimum, for standardized docu-
mentation of such proposals and peer review of 
all research projects. 

‘‘(3) The Secretary shall by regulation pre-
scribe the qualifications required for designation 
of sea grant colleges and sea grant institutes 
under section 207. 

‘‘(4) To carry out the provisions of this title, 
the Secretary may— 

‘‘(A) appoint, assign the duties, transfer, and 
fix the compensation of such personnel as may 
be necessary, in accordance with civil service 
laws; 

‘‘(B) make appointments with respect to tem-
porary and intermittent services to the extent 
authorized by section 3109 of title 5, United 
States Code; 

‘‘(C) publish or arrange for the publication of, 
and otherwise disseminate, in cooperation with 
other offices and programs in the Administra-
tion and without regard to section 501 of title 44, 
United States Code, any information of re-
search, educational, training or other value in 
fields related to ocean, coastal, or Great Lakes 
resources; 

‘‘(D) enter into contracts, cooperative agree-
ments, and other transactions without regard to 
section 5 of title 41, United States Code; 

‘‘(E) notwithstanding section 1342 of title 31, 
United States Code, accept donations and vol-
untary and uncompensated services; 

‘‘(F) accept funds from other Federal depart-
ments and agencies, including agencies within 
the Administration, to pay for and add to grants 
made and contracts entered into by the Sec-
retary; and 

‘‘(G) promulgate such rules and regulations as 
may be necessary and appropriate. 

‘‘(d) DIRECTOR OF THE NATIONAL SEA GRANT 
COLLEGE PROGRAM.— 

‘‘(1) The Secretary shall appoint, as the Direc-
tor of the National Sea Grant College Program, 
a qualified individual who has appropriate ad-
ministrative experience and knowledge or exper-
tise in fields related to ocean, coastal, and Great 
Lakes resources. The Director shall be ap-
pointed and compensated, without regard to the 
provisions of title 5, United States Code, gov-
erning appointments in the competitive service, 
at a rate payable under section 5376 of title 5, 
United States Code. 

‘‘(2) Subject to the supervision of the Sec-
retary, the Director shall administer the na-
tional sea grant college program and oversee the 
operation of the national sea grant office. In 
addition to any other duty prescribed by law or 
assigned by the Secretary, the Director shall— 

‘‘(A) facilitate and coordinate the develop-
ment of a long-range strategic plan under sub-
section (c)(1); 
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